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member news

Bungalow  New Business
Stop in to Bungalow, the newest gift and home décor store located 
at 212 ½ W. Lincoln Ave. in downtown Fergus Falls. Bungalow offers 
unique items ranging from vases and blown glass pieces to wall art 
and a full line of gifts for any occasion. Bungalow will continually 
provide new inventory to keep the store exciting and unique-so if you 
see something you like, pick it up! It may be gone on your next visit. 
www.bungalowinfergusfalls.com.  218-998-4114.

Pictured LtoR: Dianne Rohde-Szarke (Rohde Insurance Services), 
Chris Jacobson (Pinnacle Pro Floor Care/Black Signs), Lisa Workman 
(Chamber of Commerce), Dan Fronning (Bungalow), Jennifer Rogholt 
(Village Cooperative of FF), Gary Kamrowski (State Bank & Trust).

ambassador visit

1005 N. Tower Rd., Fergus Falls • 218-998-5070
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm, Thurs., 9am-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. Home with Family

Visit us at www.cullenshomecenter.com

Appliances • Lighting Fireplaces • Home Theater
Windows • Insulation • dIRecTv • Mattresses

Tim Litt
218-205-8439

web.com

Providing diverse and holistic care since 1928

1131 Mabelle Ave. S., Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Phone 218-998-1500

www.pioneercare.org

PIONEERcare
The Best 

BBQ RiBs 

Around!2010 S. Pebble Lake Rd.
Fergus Falls • 218-739-4633

Lunch
11 am-2 pm Mon.-Fri.

DinneR
5 pm-9 pm Mon.-Sat.

Join us for 
HAPPY HOUR

Mon.-Fri. 3 pm-5 pm

‘Your BBQ Rib Destination’

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm; Sat. 8am-6pm; Sun. 9am-6pm
120 S. Union, Fergus Falls • 218-998-3663

www.marketfergusfalls.comLike us on 
Facebook

Kitchenware • Home Accents • Kids Department • Bath & Body • Speciality Groceries

Shop online on our NEW website.

ambassador visit

Cornerstone Cabinets & Countertops   
New Member
Mike Thorson, owner of Cornerstone Cabinets & Countertops, invites 
you into their showroom, located at 504 S. Concord, to start planning 
your dream room. Mike and his staff will work with you from start to 
fi nish on design consultation and plan drawing including blueprints 
and 3-D computer models to make sure that they get everything right 
before the project is started. No project is too big or too small. Check 
out their website www.cornerstoneconstruct.com or give them a call 
at 218-998-9663.  

Pictured: Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce), Dianne Rohde-
Szarke (Rohde Insurance Services), Chris Jacobson (Pinnacle Pro 
Floor Care/Black Signs), Mike Thorson (Cornerstone Countertops), 
Jennifer Rogholt (Village Cooperative of FF), Gary Kamrowski (State 
Bank & Trust).

Chamber Newletter (February & March)
2x4 $101.00/week

2.12.12

Western Minnesota Industries, Inc., is 
accepting sealed bids for a building and 

property located at
1010 Weyrens Road, Fergus Falls

Brief Description: 5.07 acres; 20,000 square foot building; zoned 
Industrial and in covenanted industrial park; 16 foot sidewalls; 
2 loading docks; 1 overhead door; 3-phase power, 2,000 amp and 
120/208 volts; constructed in 1994.

Minimum Bid Proposal: $400,000.00. Bidders must provide 
written proof of financial capability to purchase the property in the 
form of a letter from your financial institution.

Good Faith Deposit: Certified funds in the amount of $5,000.00 
must accompany bid, payable to Western Minnesota Industries, Inc.  
The successful bidder will be required to sign an Earnest Money 
Purchase Agreement. Unsuccessful bidders will receive their 
certified funds back.

Bid Closing:  March 23, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.
Bids can be hand delivered or mailed to: Western Minnesota 

Industries, Inc., 112 West Washington Avenue, Fergus Falls, MN  
56537. Bids shall be good for sixty (60) days after March 23, 2012.

Western Minnesota Industries, Inc. reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids submitted.

To request additional information about the building or to 
schedule appointments to see the building, please contact Gordon 
Hydukovich at (218) 332-5427 or Penny Davis at (218) 332-5426.

Bremer recently hired Lucas Draxten as 
a Raymond James investment advisor in the 
Bremer Investment Services Group. Draxten 
has more than six years of investment and 
fi nancial services experience and will work 
at the Bremer Bank location in Fergus Falls. 

Draxten joins Bremer from Zero Variance 
where he was an account executive in 
Fergus Falls. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in business from Concordia College in 
Moorhead, Minn. He is series 7 and 66 
licensed. Additionally, Draxten is a member 
of the Fergus Falls Otter Risers Kiwanis Club 
and is a volunteer fi refi ghter for the Fergus 
Falls Fire Department.  

“Lucas is a great addition to our team in Fergus Falls,” said Stephen 
Kruchten, president and branch manager of Bremer Investment Services. 
“Not only does he have tremendous banking, investments and insurance 
experience, but he also knows the Fergus Falls community very well. We 
look forward to introducing him to our Bremer Investment clients.”

Draxten Joins Bremer as Investment 
Advisor in Fergus Falls

Lucas Draxten

Wednesday, March 14
Upward of 600 people convene as one statewide business voice at 

Minnesota Business Day at the Capitol which has become the largest 
business lobbying day in Minnesota. This is the perfect venue for 
business leaders to speak one-on-one with legislators and advance 
initiatives that will strengthen the business environment to improve the 
lives of all Minnesotans.

Top priorities this year are:
    * Develop the best talent * Costs must be competitive
    * Innovate in government * Fairer rules, fewer delays
For more detail on Opportunity Minnesota, the Chamber’s specifi c 

legislative initiatives, go to www.mnchamber.com.
Both sessions will begin with opening remarks addressing the 

legislative session followed by the opportunity to attend briefi ngs by 
Minnesota Chamber staff on the business community’s top priorities. 
Personal meetings with two or three legislators also are prearranged for 
interested participants and bus transportation is available. Both sessions 
join together at noon for a lunch program where Governor Mark Dayton 
has been invited to speak. Cost for the day, including a continental 
breakfast, lunch, meeting materials is $60, plus transportation.

Be a part of the Fergus Falls area business contingent at Business 
Day at the Capitol by contacting Lisa Workman. Chamber Director, 
218-736-6951 or lworkman.ffchamber@prtel.com or Mary Widiger, 
Advocacy Chair at 218-998-1400 — by February 20, 2012.

Join Us For — 
Business Day At The Capitol

Lake Region Healthcare Walk-In Clinic  
New Facility
Lake Region Healthcare is pleased to announce the opening of its 
new Walk-In Clinic. The LRH Walk-In Clinic will be open 364 days a 
year, closing only on Christmas Day. Clinic hours will be 11am to 8pm 
Monday through Friday and 9am to 5pm on Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. The Walk-In Clinic is a convenient alternative when a same-
day appointment isn’t available with your own physician. In addition, 
most minor, non-life threatening conditions often seen in emergency 
rooms can be handled at the Walk-In Clinic without an appointment. 
The Clinic is located on the west side of Fergus Falls near Applebee’s 
at  2311 W. Lincoln Ave., 218-739-6800.

Pictured LtoR: Natalie Rund, John Peterson, Steve Rufer, Sandra 
McGaughey, Christine Cabrera, Kristine Pederson, Jed LaPlante

ambassador visit
Do you love to meet new people? Are you interested in have 

a fl exible schedule and controlling your own fi nancial future? Do 
you like to give back to your favorite organizations? — LakeStuff 
consultants are independent business owners who earn commission 
on selling LakeStuff products at home parties and through Web-based 
fundraisers. These Web-based fundraising events can help people 
achieve organizational goals and fulfi ll charitable purposes. LakeStuff 
consultants are geographically diversifi ed throughout Minnesota and 
western Wisconsin and operate as affi liates or dealers of LakeStuff, 
not employees. Continuous support and on-going training is offered our 
LakeStuff consultants to help them grow and achieve their sales goals. 
Now seeking LakeStuff consultants in the Fergus Falls area! Please email 
your interest to lakehome@prtel.com. 

LakeStuff is a new and exciting business subsidiary of Lake and 
Home Media Group. They offer a unique proprietary product line 
designed with a Minnesota/Wisconsin lake feel. Their products are only 
available through independent LakeStuff consultants at home parties and 
Web-based fundraisers. The LakeStuff product line is female-oriented but 
still offers something for everyone! Product categories includes, jewelry, 
beauty, apparel and accessories, art, gifts, magazines, home decor and 
paper products. LakeStuff employs some business practices of the direct 
selling industry, however, this is not multi-level marketing.

Lake and Home Media Group publishes Lake and Home Magazine, 
a bi-monthly magazine with an editorial focus on building, remodeling, 
designing and lake lifestyle living. It has been in publication since 1999 
and also hosts an interactive website — www.lakeandhomeweb.com

Locally Owned “Direct Sales” 
Opportunity Launched

218-998-4745
Exit 54 & I-94
Fergus Falls

opEn untIl mIdnIght EvEry nIght!

Helping your business succeed

Thad Olsen
Business Banker

998-6607

2330 College Way
Fergus Falls • 736-0110

1-800-908-BANK (2265) • Bremer.com
Member FDIC

Chamber_Olsen.indd   1 6/28/11   10:57 AM

Helping your business succeed

Matt Kennedy
Business Banker

998-6603

2330 College Way
Fergus Falls • 736-0110

1-800-908-BANK (2265) • Bremer.com
Member FDIC

Chamber_Kennedy.indd   1 6/28/11   10:58 AM

Banking with a personal touch

Lisa Litt
Personal Banker

998-6610

2330 College Way
Fergus Falls • 736-0110
1-800-908-BANK (2265)

Bremer.com
Member FDIC

Litt-Business.indd   1 1/31/12   3:37 PM

Mortgage Solutions for You

Clint Larby
Mortgage Lender

998-6604

2330 College Way
Fergus Falls • 736-0110
1-800-908-BANK (2265)

Bremer.com
Member FDIC

Larby-Mortgage.indd   1 1/25/12   10:55 AM

218-998-9663
504 S. Concord St., Fergus Falls

Directly behind Dairy Queen
Showroom oPEN: mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-1

www.cornerstonecounters.com

“Don’t replace, reface”

Get that dream 
kitchen you 

always wanted 
for

1/3 the price!

Cabinet refacing now available! 
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Calendar of Events

 Visit our website for
complete details:

www.fergusfalls.com

March
7 Business & Community Expo, 1-5pm, 

Bigwood Event Center
8  Chamber Café, PioneerCare Center, 7:30-9am
14 Business Day at the Capitol, St. Paul. Leave Fergus Falls 

6am. Call 218-736-6951 to attend
28 Pre-Retirement Planning & Social Security Workshop, 

5:15 pm, FREE
April
21  Tour of Manufacturing, Fergus Falls & 

Wahpeton/Breckenridge, 9am-1pm
May
10  Chamber Café, ShoreMaster Inc., 7:30-9am
July
12  Chamber Café, Green Plains Otter Tail, 7:30-9am

August
17 Chamber Golf Scramble, Pebble Lake Golf Course, 1pm
September
13  Chamber Café, M State-Fergus Falls, Legacy Hall, 

7:30-9am
October
16 7th Annual Taste of Fergus Falls, Bigwood Event Center, 

5-8pm
November
8  Chamber Café, Don Pablo’s Mexican Restaurant, 

7:30-9am
December
TBA  Career & College Expo, Kennedy Secondary School

Find us on 
Facebook

member news

Welcoming Visitors to Fergus Falls
This winter has undoubtedly left winter recreation enthusiasts 

searching for places with more snow — or colder temps. Since 
Punxsutawney Phil DID predict another six weeks of winter, maybe we’ll 
see some snowmobilers and cross-country skiers after all. Thankfully, a 
cold spell means ice fi shing is ON in the county. The local bait shops 
and guide services have seen business pick up in January.

While we’re in this seasonal transition mode, the CVB is working with 
others to be sure that once visitors are in Fergus Falls, the hospitality is 
top notch. We want guests to feel welcomed, treated well and invited 
to stay longer/visit again. One of the projects we’re getting off the 
ground is community entry signs. I often drive through towns smaller 
than Fergus Falls and envy at the beautiful sign shouting “Welcome 
to OUR TOWN.” It’s past time that Fergus Falls has signs of our own. 
Together with the Chamber of Commerce and City, the CVB will help 
determine entry points, prioritize locations, develop a design and have 
the fi rst couple produced and installed. We know these don’t come 
inexpensively but have earmarked $6,000 (so has the Chamber) to get 
things started. Input from various community groups and people is 
welcome and fundraising for more/future signs will be needed.

 Another “Welcome” effort is banners downtown. There are 36 light 
poles downtown and it’s our hope that by May they will all be touting 
new, vibrant banners. The design process is well on its way (thanks to 
Victor Lundeen Co.) and half of the needed funds are committed from 
the CVB. We will have these manufactured locally, and the City will 
help with installation when the time comes. The “Welcome to Historic 
Downtown Fergus Falls” message should be a great addition to our 

beautiful streetscapes. If the community entry signs or downtown 
banners are something you would like to assist with (planning or 
funding) please call me at 218-332-5425.

The new Fergus Falls Visitors Guide is hot off the press. Thank you to 
the Chamber of Commerce for keeping the kiosks in Fergus Falls fi lled. 
If your business would like the guides please call. With all these tools 
and welcome messages, don’t forget that the number one infl uencer 
of peoples’ travel experience is customer service. We depend on your 
staff to smile, answer questions, thank guests and invite them back — 
whether they are staying in a hotel or getting their oil changed. Thank 
you for taking every opportunity to extend a warm welcome. Remind 
employees that they won’t know by looking at a person if they are a 
visitor, a resident or even a neighbor. But it really doesn’t matter — treat 
everyone with the hospitality and courtesy you would for a guest, and 
you can’t go wrong!

Jean Bowman 
Executive Director
Fergus Falls Convention and Visitors Bureau
218-332-5425
jeanbowman@visitfergusfalls.com

Calendar of Events

cvb

Fridays
 “Find it in Fergus Falls” on PRTV Channel 1, 7pm. 

Featuring our Chamber members! Call to be a guest 736-6951

ambassador visit

Scrips Store 
New Business
Support local businesses while also supporting Morning Son Christian 
School. Morning Son Scrips Store is now open for you to purchase 
gift cards for things you already buy like gas, groceries and more and 
the store will make a donation to benefi t Morning Son! Simply stop 
into the store located at the school, 1319 N. Cleveland Ave. in Fergus 
Falls. Mondays and Fridays 8:15-9:15 and Wednesdays 2:30-3:30 
or by special arrangements to purchase your cards. Or go online to 
www.shopwithscrip.com. Even if cards are ordered online, Morning 
Son School will still get the proceeds. For more information, please 
contact Morning Son at (218) 736-2477.    

Pictured LtoR: Jen Petersen (Scrips Store), Craig Mullen (Mullen 
Insurance Agency), Anne Mullen (Mullen Insurance Agency), Hal 
Leland (Mayor of Fergus Falls), Renee Lemke (Security State Bank), 
Lori Hestenes (Scrips Store), Lisa Workman (Chamber of Commerce).

 If you would like to nominate someone for the 
Fergus Falls Friendly Award, please contact Pam at the 

Chamber at 218-736-6951 or chamber@prtel.com

Fergus Friendly
Award

Paul Shjerve             
Minnesota Motor Co.

Paul Shjerve is an Estimator 
in the body shop at Minnesota 
Motor Co. He has been in his 
current position for the past 
1-½ years but has been a 
Minnesota Motor  employee for 
26 years. Making sure his 
customers have a good experience 
while at the body shop is his top 

priority. Following through with what he tells his customers and 
honesty are also important. Paul enjoys helping put his customers 
minds at ease. Outside of work, Paul enjoys spending time with his 
family, snowmobiling, watching hockey games and camping.

ShoreMaster, Inc., recently announced that it will close its 
Camdenton, Missouri plant and move production to its lower-cost plants 
in St. Augustine, Florida and its corporate headquarters in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota. 

The closure of ShoreMaster’s Camdenton, Missouri plant and moving 
production to the company’s existing manufacturing facilities in Minnesota 
and Florida is part of the company’s continuing long-term competitive 
unifi cation strategy.

“Determining that we needed to close our Camdenton manufacturing 
plant to remain competitive in the commercial segment of our business 
was a very diffi cult decision.” said ShoreMaster President, Don Hurley. 
“This move is not refl ective of the skill, dedication or capabilities of our 
team at the Camdenton plant and selected employees will be offered the 

opportunity to relocate. Those that are not relocated will be provided 
severance benefi ts.”

“ShoreMaster will continue to sell, manufacture and distribute the 
Galva-Foam brand of products such as Kit Dock, Rhinohoist, and our 
galvanized steel marina systems,” said Rob Katzenmeyer, Vice President 
of Operations at ShoreMaster. “The quality will be the same as our 
customers have come to expect from us, and the only difference is that 
we will be manufacturing these products in our Minnesota and Florida 
production facilities.”

Moving forward, ShoreMaster’s customers should expect to see 
improvements in all areas of its galvanized steel product segments. The 
move will allow for improved bid turnaround times, product development, 
and marketability of its galvanized steel product segments.

ShoreMaster Exploring Options to Bring Jobs to Fergus Falls

Karkela, Hunt, Cichosz & Jensen, PLLP is 
pleased to announce the addition of Matthew 
D. Jorud as a general practice associate, 
effective January 2012.

Matthew D. Jorud was born and raised 
in Fergus Falls, received his undergraduate 
degree from St. Cloud State University and 
went on to graduate from Hamline University 
School of Law. Jorud has worked the past 
10 years in the regulatory and environmental 
compliance industry and has had extensive 
involvement with local and state government 
offi cials in various matters regarding the 
same.

Jorud looks forward to becoming actively involved in Fergus Falls, 
while raising his children, Reece, Thor, Greta and Baby #4 with his wife, 
Jessica. Jorud enjoys fi shing, hunting, camping, spending time with his 
family and the occasional round of golf.

Jorud Joins Karkela, Hunt, Cichosz & 
Jensen Law Firm

Matthew D. Jorud

The goal of the Operation Lakes Pride Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 
initiative is to establish and sustain a comprehensive support network 
that connects and coordinates agencies, organizations, and resources 
for the purpose of meeting the needs of Service members, Military 
Families, and Employers across the state of Minnesota.  This includes 
every branch of military service — and it embodies the culture of what 
we already know to be true in Fergus Falls.

Over the past year the Steering Committee has invited infl uencers 
from each key area to brainstorm and capture all current military 
support activities.  Key areas include City Leadership, K-12 education, 
Community Education, Public Safety, Businesses and Employers, Faith 
Based Organizations, Veteran Organizations and Civic Organizations, 
Social Services, and Medical Providers.  Moving forward we will be 
working to identify partnership opportunities between these key areas 
and challenge them to attain the highest level of support. 

We are tasked with creating and documenting a comprehensive 
action plan that will be submitted and approved by the state of 
Minnesota. Upon approval, Fergus Falls will be designated a Yellow 
Ribbon city.  We hope to accomplish this goal before June 1st so that we 
can share our success during the community Summerfest celebration.  
There are innumerable benefi ts to our community for establishing this 
network.  We hope that you will join us in our task and be eager to learn 
more about our progress in the months to come.

Operation Lakes Pride — Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Steering 
Committee Members: CPT Michael Obach, MN National Guard; SGT 
Aaron Johnson, Fergus Falls Armory Manager; Sharon Casey, Family 
Readiness Group Leader; Mark Sjostrom, Family Assistance Center; Lisa 
Workman, Chamber of Commerce; Bruce Kolle, Fergus Falls Police Dept; 
Mark Hovland, Fergus Falls Fire Dept; Lynne Olson, City of Fergus Falls; 
Jim Fish, Fergus Falls City Council; Charlie Kampa, Veterans Services; 
Laurie Mullen, Citizen Member; Mary Hauser, Citizen Member; Barb 
Miller, Lake Region Healthcare.

Operation Lakes Pride Beyond the 
Yellow Ribbon

Let us help  
your small 
business grow.

Member FDIC 205 West Washington Ave., Fergus Falls | statebanks.com

For a quick turnaround on your loan,  
call Jeff Stanislawski at 218.998.5600.
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• a+ & microsoft certified system engineers
• HP autHorized suPPort Provider

• office design & installation
• comPuter, Printer & coPier service

• office suPPlies

“Complete Office Outfitters”
102 east lincoln avenue • fergus falls

www.coopersinc.com
800-726-0095 • 218-739-5294

Main Street • Underwood
800-247-2706 • 218-826-6161

230 W. Lincoln • Fergus Falls
888-716-8837 • 218-998-2000

www.parkregion.com

Hours: Mon. 10 am-4 pm, Tues.-Fri. 10 am-5:30 pm, Sat. 10 am-3 pm

www.humanesocietyotc.org

1933 Fir Ave. W., Fergus Falls, MN
218-739-3494

The Humane Society Otter Tail County relies heavily on income from the 
sale of aluminum cans. Please help us feed and shelter the animals by 

saving and donating to this worthy cause.


